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March 29, 2022

Wentzville School District hires first 
woman superintendent

WENTZVILLE — Danielle Tormala has been named superintendent of the Wentzville School District starting 
July 1.

Tormala replaces 2022 national superintendent of the year Curtis Cain, who has led the district since 2013 and 
has taken the top job in the Rockwood School District.

The announcement from the Wentzville School Board comes one week before local elections when voters will 
select two members for open seats on the seven-member board.  

Tormala is the first woman and 19th superintendent to lead Wentzville schools, one of the fastest growing 
districts in the state. She is associate superintendent of curriculum and instruction at the City of St. Charles 
School District, where she has worked since 2006.

“I am thrilled to join the Wentzville School District by continuing to serve students throughout St. Charles 
County,” Tormala said in a statement. “As the Wentzville superintendent, I look forward to working alongside 
the staff and community by building upon WSD’s strong foundation to ensure that Wentzville becomes a 
recognized leader of excellence in education for strong educational programming and the ability to meet the 
unique needs of our students and community.”

Tormala started her career as an elementary school teacher in the Hazelwood School District. She has held 
various administrative positions in the St. Charles and Francis Howell school districts and been an adjunct 
professor at Maryville and Lindenwood universities. She has a bachelor's degree from St. Louis University, and 
master's and doctorate degrees from Maryville in educational leadership.

“Dr. Tormala brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise to our District,” said Betsy Bates, Wentzville School 
Board president, in a statement. “She has a proven history of driving student achievement in her current role, 
and we look forward to seeing her grow that vision on a larger scale. Please join us in welcoming Dr. Tormala to 
the WSD family.”
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March 28, 2022

Sultan: Will Smith sent a message with 
that slap
Our 17-year-old son has no interest in the Oscars, but he rushed into the room where I was watching the awards 
show to confirm the reports that took over his social media feed.

“Did Will Smith really punch Chris Rock?” he asked.

It was more like a slap, I said. It was an awful response to a bad joke, I added.

I was still trying to process what millions of us had just witnessed on the live telecast. Rock was about to present 
the award for best documentary when he said to Smith’s wife, Jada Pinkett Smith, that he couldn’t wait to see 
her in “G.I. Jane 2.”

It’s an act of violence. We teach toddlers to “use their words” when they feel big emotions like anger, frustration 
and hurt. Parents of Black and brown boys in this country know that lesson is even more urgent for our sons.

Those who lack the protection of superstar fame and wealth don’t get standing ovations after they hit someone. 
They get suspended from school. Or they get sent to jail. Or in places like Missouri, where anyone could be 
carrying a gun at any time, they get shot.

While the Oscars ceremony continued seamlessly after this fracas, I thought about a scuffle that happened last 
summer at West County Mall in Des Peres. Jason Hill, a 2018 graduate of Cleveland Junior Naval Academy and 
by all reports an upstanding, law-abiding 21-year-old, fatally shot 20-year-old Malachi Maclin on July 3 inside a 
Champs store. A grand jury found he had acted in self-defense after Maclin made a threatening comment and 
punched Hill in the face.

The young men did not know each other. It might have been a case of mistaken identity.

Maclin’s father, Lonnie Maclin, had told the Post-Dispatch that his son, who graduated in 2019 from Hazelwood 
Central High School, had a job delivering auto parts and dreams of playing professional baseball.

I’ve thought about those young men a lot since that incident. A young man’s life lost — for what?

Those who are part of my generation likely remember the fights that would break out over insults, perceived 
and real, when we were growing up. More often than not, a few punches were thrown, and it was over.

That’s not the world our children live in. They shop and work and study in places where slapping someone 
carries the risk of getting shot.

Clearly, that’s not Will Smith’s reality.

https://www.stltoday.com/lifestyles/parenting/aisha-sultan/sultan-will-smith-sent-a
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Boys volleyball season preview notebook: St. Pius X, 
Hazelwood West among five new programs

The perseverance of St. Pius X senior Joseph Lehn paid off.

Lehn has been trying to spearhead the creation of a Lancers boys volleyball team since he stepped on campus 
as a freshman. He finally found a coach in Maura Rabun.

“He came to me at the beginning of the school year and was like, ‘Do you want to do this,’ because he knew I 
played in college and I played at Lutheran South,” Rabun said.

St. Pius is one of five schools that is a newcomer to the varsity boys volleyball scene this spring in Missouri 
along with Hazelwood West, Collegiate School of Medicine and Bioscience, Soldan and Saxony Lutheran in 
Jackson. That brings the total of teams to 47, just three shy of the minimum needed to move from club sport to 
being officially sanctioned and managed by the Missouri State High School Activities Association.

Hazelwood West coach Michael Vaughn will field an 11-member varsity squad, with another 13 players on JV. 
It is a restart for the Wildcats program, which originally was disbanded about 20 years ago.
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